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to the point of almost perfection, save for their falsetto
voices* In recent years a few ladies have come forward
to act as public entertainers* But in this case the show
is entirely a woman's show, and the male characters
are also acted by women* Moreover* the stage is always
regarded as a low-class profession* although some of its
celebrities may be often called in to entertain the highest
classes of society in the land*

Here in England* as well as other Western countries,
the popular attitude towards the stage as a profession is
totally different* Not only is there a majority of actresses
over the number of actors* but the stage itself is regarded
as an honourable profession* Its members are recruited
from the ranks of even the peerage, and there are not a
few actresses who have married into the nobility* Be-
sides, the stage is pre-eminently a woman's profession,
for it is the sphere where she has her greatest triumphs*

Then there seems to be among a considerable section
of the male community such a disease as the actress mania*
Its symptoms are many* For example, some may keep
a continual vigil at the stage door; others may keep a
collection of post-cards surmounted with the photographs
of famous actresses* And still others may subscribe to
those monthly magazines which devote their first few
pages to a pictorial description of the latest plays and
their principal ladies*

In the minds of the average theatre-goers, the actress
is a mysterious being, and so many are eager to see how
she looks when she is off the stage* minus her fine dresses,
paint and powder or the footlights* Therefore, when it
is advertised that such and such a stage celebrity is to